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AGENDA SPOTLIGHT 

Panel I: The Innovation Culture: Four Entrepreneur's Perspectives 

Friday, February 3, 2012 

( Cemex Auditorium) 

10:15am- Moderated by: Dilawar Syed, President and CEO of 
11:15 am Yonja Media Group 
Panelists: 

• Vinny Lingham, Founder and CEO, Yola, Inc. 

• Vinita Gupta, Founder, Quick Eagle Networks 

• Giacomo Marini, Founder and Managing Director, 
Noventi, 

• Gina Bianchini, Co-Founder and CEO, Mightybell 

OBJECTIVES 

This hour-long session will explore the underpinnings of the entrepreneurial 
culture from the perspective of practitioners from around the globe presently 
working in the Silicon Valley area. It will help inform the conference participants 
about how innovation happens in Silicon Valley, including governmental policy 
elements, interactions between public and private sectors and academia, and access 
to funding. We will examine the applicability of the principles of the Silicon 
Valley entrepreneurial culture to spur innovation in other national circumstances. 

ISSUES TO EXPLORE 

• Why has Silicon Valley become synonymous with technology development 
and innovation? 

• What are the legal, regulatory or policy fundamentals necessary to spur 
innovation? 

• What is the role of government vis-a-vis academia and the private sector? 



• What do venture capitalists look for when deciding whether to fund a 
venture? 

• What type of capital is necessary for ventures as they continue to grow and 
expand? 

MODALITIES 

The moderator will begin with a five minute introduction that describes how 
Silicon Valley developed into one of the world's great centers of innovation. Each 
of the four panelists will then speak for 6 minutes each on their particular 
experiences, including how operating in Silicon Valley compares/contrasts with 
other places and countries seeking to develop innovation. The remaining thirty 
minutes will include an active dialogue with conference participants spurred by 
audience questions/comments, with the moderator directing questions and follow- 
up inquiries. 
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